
Homily for the Feast of the Epiphany 2023 

The late Father Raymond Brown, a Sulpician priest who passed away in 1998, was a respected and influential biblical 

scholar of the second half of the last century. Today, he is likely remembered for his massive two volume commentary 

on the Gospel of John.  

He once confessed that he enjoyed reading detective fiction, otherwise known as murder mysteries. The explanation he 

offered was he considered himself a detective of sorts. As a scholar of the divine word he was endlessly looking for 

clues, searching for the truth and digging deep under the surface of the biblical texts for answers to complex questions. 

Unlocking the mysteries of revelation was a life-long passion. 

Although we are not scripture scholars, many of us enjoy solving puzzles. Consider the popularity of jigsaw puzzles, word 

search, Wordle, word jumble, enneagrams and murder mysteries. 

In today’s gospel reading is rather puzzling. Who were the mysterious Magi? Were they pagan priests, astronomers, 

kings, astrologers, or philosophers? 

Where were they from? Scholars can only offer an educated guess. 

And what of that brilliant star in the night sky, a key figure in Matthew’s narrative? Was it a supernova, a meteor, a 

planet or even an angel? In the Jewish tradition, stars were associated with angels. Recall the angel sent by God to guide 

the Israelites on their way to the Promised Land. 

Epiphany is one of the luminous mysteries. Light affords us an important clue to the Evangelist’s intention. 

Six hundred years before the birth of Christ Isaiah prophesied the coming of the light: 

“Her light has come and the glory of the Lord shone upon her”. 

That light is Christ.  He is the light not just of Israel but for all the nations, all the peoples of the world. 

All the nations shall walk by the light of the Messiah. 

We learn from today’s gospel that the Magi came “from the East’, from the land of sunrise, to the one who is the True 

Light. Christ is “Lumen de Lumine”, a Latin phrase which means “Light from Light”. The so-called Wise Men represent a 

journeying of humanity to God. They are on the road to God. 

Saint Ambrose, quoting a passage from the Book of Revelation, writes that Christ is “the bright and shining star”. Once 

the Magi completed their journey, they no longer needed the mysterious star to guide them. The light was now within 

them. 

What can we learn from today’s gospel reading? 

According to the recently deceased Pope Benedict, “Anyone who has discovered Christ must lead others to him. A great 

joy cannot be kept to oneself. It has to be passed on”. 

It is surely worth noting that the Magi found Christ in Bethlehem, which means, “House of Bread”. Christ is the Living 

Bread come down from heaven”, the “Bread of Life”. As Catholics we find Christ in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

Matthew tells us that the Magi entered the house. For The Church Fathers the house represents the Church. In order to 

find Christ we must enter the church, which is the House of God. 

Lastly, Like the Jewish scholars of old, we are invited to daily “search the scriptures” to find our way to the Messiah and 

to be guided by his teachings. 

Assuming the role of a detective can be richly rewarding, especially if, at the end of the day, we discover the sublime 

truth revealed to us by Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.  


